
An agreement about the 

Council for the Australian Federation 

dated this 2nd day of February 2023 

the State ofNew South Wales and 
the State of Queensland and 

the State of South Australia and 
the State of Tasmania and 
the State of Victoria and 
the State of W estem Australia and 
the Australian Capital Territory and 
the Northern Territory of Australia 

Recitals 

between 

The First Ministers of the above-named Australian States and Territories 

created the Council for the Australian Federation as part of their plan to 

protect, maintain and revitalise the Australian federation and build a more 

collaborative, co-operative and effective federal system. First Ministers 

recognise that: 

Australia was established as a federation in 1901 under the Commonwealth 

Constitution. The six States, the Northern Territory, and the Australian 

Capital Territory are core components of the Australian federation, as is the 

Commonwealth. 

Federalism is based on shared principles, including respect for constitutions 

and the division of powers. It allows for diversity in policy priorities and 

their implementation coupled with the freedom to consult and co-operate on 

common matters where this promises the best outcomes. 

Intergovernmental collaboration and constructive dialogue between the States 

and Territories will advance the interests of Australians and Australia. 
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